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Section 1: Background Instructional Problem or Opportunity 

 
1a. Living in an apartment and growing plants can be tough, especially when you don’t have the 
green thumb you always wanted. However, certain plants thrive in tougher conditions and are 
better for indoors. It’s just a matter of knowing which plants to have indoors. 
 
1b. Learning Objectives: 

• Viewers will list three plants that survive well indoors. 
• Learners will recognize common caretaker themes for plants to thrive well indoors. 
• Learners will summarize each plant’s common characteristics and best practices.  

 
1c. By watching this video, I want viewers to have a better understanding of which types of 
plants thrive best indoors so they too can fill their homes with more plants.  
 

Section 2: Description of Instructional Approach 
 
2a. I made a video presentation of three different plants that thrive indoors: Jade, Aloe Vera, 
and Rubber Tree. In the video, I included facts about each fact, two of which always related to 
watering and sunlight. I used photos that I took during my recent potting adventure and I cre-
ated smaller hand-drawn images to represent each plant. I fully utilized colors and font to cre-
ate an engaging video on good plant options for indoors.  
 
2b. Explanation for how the resulting instructional solution (end product) will: 
 
• Be unique in terms of approach and delivery, showcasing your creative design aesthetic. 

• I combined hand-drawn images to represent the different types of plants and photos 
of each plant to create a cohesive video. I have little experience working outside my 
typical brand guidelines, so I was excited to try drawing and working with different 
color schemes and fonts.  

• Be rich with instructional value (i.e., must teach people something), including a call-to-ac-
tion. 

• If you don’t have experience with plants, figuring out which plants to purchase for 
indoors can be daunting. I wanted to teach viewers about common characteristics of 
these plants so that they felt inspired to fill their own homes with plants.  

• Incorporate non-computer-generated design elements. Examples: people, line drawings, 
clay objects, objects from nature, etc.  

• I used personal photos of my own plants and hand-drawn icons to represent those 
plants. In fact, my drawings actually represent my personal plants. The pots even 
match in the drawings and photos for each plant. 

• Incorporate storytelling 
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• I told a story of my failed attempt to keep plants alive and even used personal pho-
tos. I think humor can go a long way and create a fun sense of engagement for the 
viewers.  

 
As mentioned before, I have little experience working outside of my usual company brand 
standards. I’m really excited I got the chance to play more with color and fonts and to have had 
the chance to combine photos with hand-drawn icons in the same presentation (something I’ve 
always feared). I’m not much of a drawer, but I loved accessing that creative side.  
 

Section 3: Design Decisions 
 
This presentation included best design practices learned throughout this course. This instruc-
tional presentation had the following design decisions: Avoid Clutter/Practice Restraint, Images 
Over Words, Typography, Vary Presentation Components, Storytelling with Empathy, Simple and 
“Sticky” Ideas, and Repetition.  
 

Design Decision #1 - Avoid Clutter/Practice Restraint 
 
Avoiding clutter and practicing restraint applied to both my content and visuals. Reynolds 
(2009) states, “It takes discipline of mind and strength of will to make the hard choices about 
what to include and what to exclude” (p. 17). Though this presentation provided information 
that was relatively simple, discussing plants can grow into a complex topic. This is why each 
plant only had three main facts presented about it. Discussing too much information about 
each plant would have distracted from the overall message that even if you’ve been unsuccess-
ful with indoor plants in the past, it would be worth giving a second try for Jade, Aloe Vera, and 
Rubber Tree. This idea of avoiding clutter was also supported in my visuals. Golombisky and Ha-
gen (2010) mention to “cluster related items and leave ample negative space between items to 
prevent confusion” (p. 161). Each plant had a clear breakdown and similar pattern. There was 
only one photo and one drawing per plant. This allowed me to cluster the facts and content re-
garding each plant into only two different slides. Limiting the content was just as important in 
the design of this presentation. 
 
Design Decision #2 - Images Over Words 
This presentation included mostly images and very little text. If text was included, it was kept to 
a minimum. Krum (2014) states, "...vision is the strongest form of input that we use to perceive 
the world around us" (p. 14). Knowing that images are more memorable, each plant that was 
discussed had its own image and drawing to help the learner see and remember the physical 
appearance of each plant.  This idea of visual importance is also supported when Reynolds 
(2009) states, “Images are a powerful and natural way for humans to communicate” (p. 144). 
The entire presentation was designed to focus mostly on the visuals, whether that be the im-
ages or drawings, to help the audience gain knowledge on the topic of indoor plants.  
Design Decision #3 - Typography 
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As mentioned previously, this was one of the first projects completed without specific brand 
requirements. This provided me the opportunity to work more with color, font, images, and 
overall design and it was exciting to work with unique fonts that would not have been approved 
elsewhere. Reynolds (2009), comments “Type must make our words clear. Audiences should 
not have to work hard just to decipher meaning from the letter forms.” (p. 34). For readability 
purposes, two different fonts were used throughout this presentation. Though I enjoyed the 
cursive style font, it was difficult to read at times, especially with larger amounts of text. 
Golombisky and Hagen (2010) also mention to “Keep the writing tight…For chatter and label 
text, keep your writing concise and in the third person” (p. 163). With shorter amounts of text, 
the cursive font seemed to bring out the overall design elements of the presentation. Even 
though the text was concise, it was crucial that the learner was able to read the text in the 
presentation, making it necessary to switch between the two different fonts.  
 
Design Decision #4 - Vary Presentation Components 
It was important to include images that were relevant to the content being spoken during the 
presentation as to not distract from the overall message. “Our senses evolved to work together 
– vision influencing hearing, for example – which means that we learn best if we stimulate sev-
eral senses at once” (Medina, 2008, p. 219). Throughout this presentation, there was voice, 
drawings, photos, icons, and text. This means that every element of this presentation needed to 
be intentionally designed to support the others. This is further supported when Reynolds (2009) 
states, “Solid oral presentation amplified through the effective use of multimedia and good de-
sign is a powerful way to spread your message” (p. 10). The combination of these different ele-
ments created a cohesive, visually appealing, informative, and engaging presentation on keep-
ing indoor plants healthy.   
Design Decision #5 - Storytelling with Empathy  
 
My fifth design decision focused on storytelling and displaying empathy. My presentation 
started with a personal story of plant failure. Even the title of my video had some empathy and 
humor. “Empathy… is key to truly understanding a problem, a problem that impacts others…it’s 
always about solving a problem in the best interest of others” (Reynolds, 2009, p. 18). This story 
was told to empathize with the audience on how difficult it can be to grow plants indoors. 
Heath and Heath (2008) also discuss the importance of storytelling in the context of making in-
formation memorable. This is shown in their “checklist”, which is composed of: simple, con-
crete, unexpected, credible, emotional, and story. Using humor and personal photos in my 
story really allowed me to connect more with my viewers. This hopefully made my messaging 
on indoor plants more memorable.  
 
 
Design Decision #6 -Simple and “Sticky” Ideas  

In general, simple ideas are easier to remember and are likely to lead to greater transfer of 
knowledge. If keeping indoor plants alive was not someone’s strength, then it didn’t make sense 
to overwhelm them with useless facts and information.  This is why I stuck with three main facts 
about each plant. Heath and Heath (2008) state, “So, to make a profound idea compact you've 
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got to pack a lot of meaning into a little bit of messaging. And how do you do that? You use 
flags. You tap the existing memory terrain of your audience. You use what's already there” (p. 
52). To simplify how to help indoor plants thrive, I linked many of the facts and information pre-
sented to two main topics. Watering and sunlight were the two key points to keep in mind with 
each plant. Most will understand the importance of watering and sunlight and by tapping into 
this pre-existing knowledge, the topic was more relatable and memorable. At the end of the 
presentation, I even exclaim, “Just remember, plants need sunlight and water… just like you 
do”. This statement created a S.T.A.R moment, or “Something they’ll always remember” (Du-
arte, 2010, p. 148). This S.T.A.R moment further emphasized the idea that simple ideas “stick”.  
 
Design Decision #7- Repetition  

When designing this presentation, repetition was one of the key elements I kept in mind. “Rep-
etition of certain design elements in a slide or among a deck of slides will bring a clear sense of 
unity, consistency, and cohesiveness” (Reynolds, 2009, p. 157). This presentation needed to 
have a cohesive feel for the three different plants that were discussed. Repetition applied to 
many areas of this presentation, including the photos, drawings, slide design, and color. The 
photos were taken from the same angles and at the same time of the day for an intentional and 
cohesive feel. As a main CARP principle this importance is further illustrated. “Repeat visual ele-
ments of the design throughout the piece. You can repeat color, shape, texture, spatial relation-
ships, line thicknesses, sizes, etc. This helps develop the organization and strengthens the 
unity.” (The Four Key Principles of Design: (CARP)). The same color scheme was used through-
out the presentation to compliment the images and drawings. In fact, the pots that appear in 
the drawings actually match the pots in the photos. Every element of this presentation was in-
tentionally repeated. 

 
Section 4: Feedback Summary and Response 

 
With this being a very open-ended project, I decided to ask relatively open-ended questions. I 
received positive and constructive feedback from my peer reviewers. 
Peer Review Question #1 
Learning objectives are crucial in understanding whether or not your learners gain skills or 
knowledge. My first question revolved around if my presentation met my learning objectives. I 
asked my reviewers: “Do you feel my learning objectives were met? How can I modify my con-
tent to better meet my learning objectives?” 

Peer Reviewer A: This was done well in that there were only 3 plants discussed. That way, learn-
ers have a better chance at retaining what they learned and accomplishing your objectives.  The 
“Quick Facts” screens were done well in that the illustrations were spot on and the facts were 
clear, simple and not overly worded so they’d be memorable. Keeping the facts to 3, again is 
much easier for a learner to remember. I would say that your learning objectives were met.  
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Peer Reviewer B: I think your learning objectives were well addressed. Learners will be able to 
remember the best way to take care of the three mentioned plants. 
 
Peer Reviewer C: The learning objectives were met well.  The only thing I might add would be a 
summary slide to repeat common characteristics and best practices. 
 
Peer Reviewer D: I thought you did a good job structuring your presentation around your LOs. 
Visually, you could strengthen learner retention of the LOs by reinforcing them with additional 
illustrations, particularly of an end-of-presentation recap. 
 
Considerations: I received great feedback regarding how my presentation met my learning ob-
jectives. I was very selective in the facts I decided to display and kept text to a minimum to help 
learners better meet the objectives. 
 
Peer Review Question #2 

This presentation was designed to be a mix of personal drawings, personal photos, and icons. 
Combining three different visual elements made me a little nervous. For that reason, my second 
question focused on my visuals. I asked my reviewers: “What “visual” changes would you rec-
ommend? How do you feel about the drawings, live photos, and icons?” 
 
Peer Reviewer A: Great opening screen, it’s lovely. I think it’s cool that you put some drawings 
in there since that was a big topic in our class all semester. They looked good! And it’s a great 
way to make it your own by doing it yourself. It was nice to mix in actual photos as well to help 
learners make sure they are looking at the right thing if they go out to buy a plant or receive 
one as a gift. The overall look and feel “felt good.” It was clean, simple and pretty (especially 
the opening and closing screens). Screens weren't overloaded with information or too many el-
ements. I like the blend of drawings and real photos.  
 

Peer Reviewer B: I like your blend of visuals - drawings and photos. The text was just enough 
and none of the slides felt too wordy. Not sure if this will be a good change but I think the first 
slide that introduces the video could work better with some bolder font. 
 

Peer Reviewer C: I think that the visuals work very well together. I can’t think of anything I 
would change, and I have watched this three times. 
 

Peer Reviewer D: I like the visuals you have so far - they are appropriate and engaging. I particu-
larly liked the hand-drawn plants, which were fun. I would encourage you to include more im-
ages in your revised draft. They will help keep your audience visually engaged and - for predom-
inantly visual learners like myself - they will increase the “stickiness” of your information. For 
example: in addition to showing an image of each plant, show an image/visual representation 
of the “best care practices” you talk about: watering, sunlight, etc. These could be drawings or 
photographs (either works), but I guarantee seeing a watering can illustration will stick with 
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your audience much better than a text bullet point telling them to water. Less text, more illus-
tration. Another example: show a close-up of the healthy red tint in jade leaves so the viewer 
has something solid to remember. Also, don’t let the images onscreen overstay their welcome. 
The image at the beginning of your presentation is onscreen for almost a minute and (visual 
learner that I am) I found myself zoning out without something to look at. Making the visuals 
more active will improve the presentation’s pep immensely. 
 
Considerations: For the most part, I received kind feedback on the mix of drawings, photos, and 
icons. Many peer reviewers commented that they didn’t have any suggestions for updates. The 
hand-drawn icons actually took longer to create than expected and I like the relatively equal 
balance between the number of images, drawings, and icons. For this reason, I decided not to 
add additional drawings or photos. I personally still wanted text on some slides, so I decided to 
keep the text instead of replacing it with images. When I went to see what would happen if I 
bolded the font on the title slide, the alignment felt off and the font seemed larger than neces-
sary. I did receive feedback on the length of the first slide, so I shortened the length of the first 
slide by a few seconds. On another note, I found that the vertical text stating “Plant Partner in 
Crime” was difficult to read. For this reason, I resized the image and made room to fit the text 
horizontally. Unfortunately, the audio button was originally exported with the PowerPoint 
presentation. This was removed for visual purposes. 
 
Peer Review Question #3 

My third question was: “What other recommendations do you have?” I always like to provide 
my peers with the opportunity to provide additional recommendations and feedback where 
they see fit.  
 
Peer Reviewer A: The only thing that I noticed was that the audio could be bumped up a little 
more. I had to turn my computer volume all the way up. 
 
Peer Reviewer B: Audio needs to be amped up and some background classical music will be a 
nice addition. 
 

Peer Reviewer C: Your call to action was really strong.  It made me want to go out and buy the 
three plants you recommended.  You might want to add something that ties with the “never 
stop growing” at the beginning of the presentation.  I think it is a great hook. I also agree that 
the audio could be more clear.  I too had to turn the volume way up. 
 

Peer Reviewer D: I think this video would go well with background music, if you are so inclined. 
Not necessary, but definitely doable! The audio seemed a bit low. Is it possible to increase it a 
bit? 
 
Considerations: The largest piece of feedback I received for this open-ended question revolved 
around my audio levels. I did not realize that my voice was difficult to hear, so I did increase the 
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volume of my voice over. I have had the hardest time working with this presentation on an Ap-
ple computer and realized that if I tried to send this to a Windows device, I lost my formatting 
and unique fonts. Unfortunately, I am not the biggest fan of music, so I tend to stay away from 
adding any music to my presentations. This likely comes from my strong overall value of sim-
plicity.  
 
 

Section 5: Lessons Learned 
 
One of my greatest lessons learned during this project is that challenging yourself can be ex-
tremely rewarding. This was one of my first projects that I didn’t need to meet specific branding 
requirements and I was unsure of how well I would do picking my own fonts, colors, and im-
ages. This project was very fun and rewarding. Picking a topic that you enjoy allows you to fully 
immerse yourself in the content and creation of the presentation. I actually used this project to 
make a positive impact on my own life. I went to the store, purchased plants, performed re-
search, potted the plants, and designed the presentation. My apartment is now filled will green! 
Having fun with a project goes a long way.   
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Appendix 
 
Script, Photos, and Images for The Best Indoor Plants: For the People Who Can’t 
Keep Plants Alive 
 
Slide 1: Introduction and Story 
If you’re anything like me, then you’ve probably killed a few plants. In fact, you’ve probably 
killed the plants no one thought you could kill. And you’ve probably had a few weird looks 
when you’ve mentioned that you actually couldn’t keep that succulent alive. You know, the suc-
culents people thought lived forever… the ones that have barely any requirements… the ones 
that you thought you had to water when you randomly remembered to in the middle of a Tues-
day night. The problem is that I love plants. I really do. I love the green and fresh scent a plant 
can bring to a room. I don’t like feeling like I can’t keep a plant alive. It’s actually pretty embar-
rassing. 
  
Slide 2: Sunlight and Water 
It’s okay though! I’m here to save the day. I’m going to give you some advice to keep your 
plants alive, or… you know tell you the plants to buy that are much easier to keep alive. The real 
trick is to just not buy anything that requires too much maintenance, especially if you still can’t 
develop that green thumb. There are a few great plants for your home. These plants are rela-
tively low maintenance, but can still brighten your entire room. The key is to look at the lighting 
and watering requirements.  
  
Slide 3: Jade, Aloe Vera, and Rubber Tree 
Most house friendly plants won’t require too much direct light and will only need watering 
every few days. Plus, you never have to worry about the snow that comes in the random sum-
mer months killing your plants. If you’re from Colorado, then you know exactly what I’m talking 
about. Three of the best plants to keep inside are Jade, Aloe Vera, and Rubber Tree. 
 
Slide 4: Jade Photo 
The first plant we will talk about is Jade. Jade’s cute little leaves that change color can really 
brighten the room.  
  
Slide 5: Jade Facts 
Here are some quick facts about Jade to help your plant thrive indoors. Jade needs Bright Light 
& Some Sun. The soil should be dry between each watering. If you’re like me, you’ve probably 
over watered a plant until its floating. Let it dry! And something to help you know your plant is 
healthy is that the Leaf Margins Turn Red in Enough Direct Sunlight. 
  
 Slide 6: Aloe Vera Photo 
The second plant is Aloe Vera. Most people are aware of Aloe Vera and the benefits the plants 
bring around the summertime.  
  



Plants  Jessica Zhivotovsky    May 6, 2018 

  Page 11 of 13 

 
Slide 7: Aloe Vera Facts 
Aloe Vera needs bright light and some sun. This means you should probably place this plant 
closer to a window and not in that dark corner you were considering. Just like Jade,  
dry the soil between waterings and don’t overwater the plant. Something neat about Aloe Vera 
is that the Leaves have medicinal uses. You can actually break off a chunk of the leaf and use to 
heal sunburns or moisturize your skin.  
  
Slide 8: Rubber Tree Photo 
Rubber Tree is the last plant we will talk about. Rubber trees actually feel like rubber and can 
have a unique charcoal green color.  
  
Slide 9: Rubber Tree Facts 
Rubber Trees need medium to bright light. It’s probably okay to place this plant a bit further 
from a window. Something that is common between all three plants is that the soil needs to be 
dry between waterings! Finally, this plant removes chemical toxins from air. I’m not too sure 
how, but how neat! 
  
Slide 10: Accountability 
SO. Get out there! Plant some more plants. Find a Plant Partner in Crime… you know, someone 
to hold you accountable along the way. 
  
Slide 11: Call-To-Action 
And most importantly, NEVER STOP GROWING. Just remember, plants need sunlight and wa-
ter… just like you do. 
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